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The Royal Academy of Engineering’s
vision is to bring engineering to the
heart of society. How it aims to create
an environment for engineers to apply
their knowledge and experience to
create value and wealth will be
described. The Academy’s role
in ensuring that engineering is
at the heart of a knowledge
and innovation economy will
also be discussed.
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Professor Robert Mair is the Sir Kirby Laing Professor of Civil Engineering and Head of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at Cambridge University. He was Master of Jesus College for the
period 2001-2011, and for the past three years he has also been Senior Vice-President of the
Royal Academy of Engineering. He is one of the founding Directors of the Geotechnical
Consulting Group (GCG) based in London and Hong Kong, started in 1983.
After graduating from Cambridge in 1971 his early career was spent in Hong Kong
working for Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick. Specialising in geotechnical engineering,
he worked in industry for 27 years until 1998, when he was appointed
to the Professorship at Cambridge. He leads a substantial
research group collaborating closely with industry, focusing
on the geotechnics of underground construction and
innovative field monitoring techniques. He is also an
active consultant on civil, geotechnical and
tunnelling projects worldwide and has recently
been appointed Chief Engineering Advisor to the
Laing O’Rourke Group. He was awarded the
Gold Medal of the Institution of Civil Engineers
in 2004, was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society in 2007 and was awarded the CBE in
2010 for services to engineering.

